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INTRODUCTION 

 
     This collection is centered around Charles Henry Boone, a resident of Franklin, Van Wert, 
and Madison Counties, Ohio, who lived at various times in Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, etc., in 
his capacity as pastor, officer, and teacher for the African. Methodist Episcopal Church.  The 
donor of the collection is unknown.  The collection occupies 5.46 linear feet of shelf space, and 
numbers approximately 3,900 items. 
     Literary rights to the papers in this collection have been dedicated to the public. Single 
photocopies of unpublished writings may be made for purposes of scholarly research. 
 

 
 



 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

      
     The Charles Henry Boone Papers, containing approximately 3,900 items, cover the years ca. 
1900-1952. The collection is composed of accounts, bulletins and programs, booklets, brochures 
and catalogs, writings and/or sermons, newspapers, and some correspondence, dealing primarily 
with the African Methodist Episcopal Church (A. M. E.) for which Boone served as minister, 
teacher, and officer for almost fifty years. 
     Much of the writing in the collection was created by Boone. He wrote some twenty-two 
letters dealing with such subjects as A. M. E. Church business, family news and fair 
employment. Other writings of Boone include notes, outlines and complete sermons which he 
gave during his years as pastor of several A. M. E. churches. 
     Most of the correspondence was written to Boone and dealt with such subjects as money 
difficulties and internal problems within the A. M. E. Church, attendance at Conference 
meetings, election to a particular office within the Church, the Wayman Institute, Church and 
private property paying debts, and family news. 
     The bulletins and programs in the collection include District Conference Programs; 
Tennessee Annual Conference A. M. E. Church Programs, 1926 and 1940-1941; the Fourteenth 
Episcopal District (Kentucky and Tennessee); Programs for the years 1924-1926 and 1928; 
Church Programs for Payne A. M. E. Church, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 1912-1913; Woman's 
Missionary Society and Sunday School Conference Programs; and a couple of funeral service 
programs. 
     Newspapers which espoused views of A. M. E. Church activities include The A. M. E. 
Grub-Ax, the official publication of the 13th Episcopal District of Kentucky and Tennessee, for 
the months of November and December, 1948, and some issues of The Christian Recorder for 
the years 1904, 1919-1920, 1925-1926, and 1948-1952. There is also one issue each of the 
Wisconsin Weekly Blade, 1917, and the Arkansas World, 1948. Some of these newspapers will 
be placed on microfilm for easy accessibility to researchers. 
     Other material directly relating to A. M. E. Church work includes accounts, the Woman's 
Missionary Society in which Mrs. Willie Boone played an active role, notebooks and reports, 
and booklets and brochures which have been brought out in greater detail in the Container List, 
located elsewhere in this Register. 
 



 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 
Charles Henry Boone 

 
Parents, William Randolph (1829-    ) and Elizabeth 
Boone (1835-    ) were from North Carolina 

 
1854 Parents married and moved to Franklin County, Ohio 
1870, Feb. 28 Charles Henry Boone, the tenth of fourteen children, was born 
1873 Family moved to Van Wert County, Ohio 
1877 Moved to Madison County near West Jefferson, Ohio 
1885 At a revival conducted by Reverend Alfred March, Boone became a  
                                            Christian in the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
1891 Entered Wilberforce University, Wilberforce, Ohio 
1896 Graduated with a BS degree from Wilberforce University 
1898 Graduated with a BA degree from Wilberforce University 
March 23 Received license to preach in Greenfield, Ohio. First charge was at  
                                             Martin's Ferry, Ohio 
1900, June 14 Received BD degree from Payne Theological Seminary at   
                                             Wilberforce University. Pastored church at Georgetown, Kentucky,  
                                             and passed examination, became teacher. Taught school  
1902, Aug. 26 Married Willie Nichols 
ca. 1903-1906 President of Turner Institute, Shelbyville, Tennessee 
1905, Aug. 26 Became pastor of St. Paul's Church, Nashville, Tennessee 
1912-1913 Pastored Payne A. M. E. Church, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
1914, Oct. President of Wayman College, Harrodsburg, Kentucky 
1919, Oct. Became pastor of St. Paul's Church, Columbia, Tennessee 
1920, Oct. Became pastor of Woodfork Chapel, Shelbyville, Tennessee 
1930-ca. 1947 Presiding elder of South Nashville District for the Tennessee 

Conference, African Methodist Episcopal Church 
1931, Nov. Became pastor of St. Paul's Church, Nashville, Tennessee 
1933, Nov. Became pastor of St. Peter's Church, Clarksville, Tennessee 
1944, May  Elected as Ministerial Delegate to represent Tennessee at the 32nd 

General Conference of A. M. E. held at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
1948, May  Elected as Ministerial Delegate to represent Tennessee at the 33rd 

General Conference of A. M. E. held at Kansas City, Kansas 
Nov.  Became pastor at Salem Church (address not given) 
1953, Dec. 17  Boone died at his home in Nashville, Tennessee 

 
 



 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
Microfilm Reel #1______________________________________________________________ 
Box 1 
1. Account book⎯Turner College, 1922-1924 
2. Accounts⎯A-C 
3. Accounts⎯D-M 
4. Accounts—N 
5. Accounts⎯O-W 
6. Accounts⎯Turner College 
 
Box 2 
A. M. E. Church 
1. Account books (2 vols.) 
2. Accounts 
3. Accounts 
4. Accounts 
 
Box 3 
A. M. E. Church 
Booklets and magazines 
1. A. M. E. Church Review (6 vols.) 
 
Microfilm Reel #2______________________________________________________________ 
2. A. M. E. General Conference, 1952 (4 vols.) 
3. A. M. E. Yearbook, 1928 (1 vol.) 
4. Conference and Quadrennial Reports (2). vols. 
5. Quadrennial Conference, Kansas City, Kansas, 1948 (3 vols.) 
6. Sunday School Quarterly, Adult Teacher, 1953 (1 vol.) 
7. Yearbook of the Ministers' Wives Alliance of the A. M. E. Church, 1951-1952 (1 vol.) 
 
Microfilm Reel #3______________________________________________________________ 
Box 4 
A. M. E. Church 
1. Bulletins and programs 
2. Bulletins and programs 
3. Bulletins and programs 
4. Bulletins and programs⎯Payne A. M. E. Church, 1912-1913 
 



Box 5 
A. M. E. Church
1 Financial reports 
2 Financial reports and minutes—South Nashville District Conference, 1937-1948 (1 vol.). 
3. Liturgy 
4. Miscellaneous material 
5. Miscellaneous material 
6. Newspapers -- The A. M. E. Grub-Ax 
7. Notebooks and reports 
8. Notebooks and reports 
 
Microfilm Reel #4______________________________________________________________ 
Box 6 
A. M. E. Church 
Woman's Missionary Society 
1. Constitution and guide 
2. Financial statements 
3. Financial statements 
4. Financial statements 
5. Programs 
 
Box 7 
Bank Records
1. Bank books 
2. Check books 
3. Checks 
 
Box 8 
Booklets, Brochures, etc. 
1.     Booklet⎯Addresses Delivered at the Inauguration of the Rev. John Gordon, D. D., 1904 
2. Booklet⎯The Black Laws: Speeches of Hon. B. W. Arnett, of GreeneCounty, and Hon. J. A. 

Brown, of  Cuyahoga County, (Ohio), 1886 
3.     Booklet⎯Centennial Thanksgiving Sermon, Delivered by Rev. B. W. Arnett, B. D., at St.  
        Paul A. M. E. Church, Urbana, Ohio, 1876 
4. Booklet⎯Is Race Difference Fundamental, Eternal and Inescapable?  An Open Letter to 

President Warren G. Harding, 1921 
5.     Booklet⎯The Wilberforce Graduate, 1896 (3) 
 



6.     Booklets⎯Miscellaneous: 
A Beginners' Course in Bible Study, 1901 
Fisk: The Institution and the Creed, 1921 
Plain Talk on Church Entertainments 
Emancipation Address: Our Duties and How to Discharge Them, 1893 
Spirituality and Culture, 1895 
Ambition and Tenacity of Purpose, 1895 
Pocket History of the Negro Race 
The Disgrace of Democracy, 1917 
The Negro Woman 
Communication Concerning Jim Crow Marriage Law 
Are the White People of the South the Negroes' Best Friends? 1903 
Bill No. 107 to Segregate the Co1ored Children in the Public 
     Schools of Colorado, 1913 
A Tribute for the Negro Soldier, 1918 
Two Hundred Quotations for Today 
Wesleyan Catechism: No. I For Children of Tender Years 
Cries from the Cross 
Shem, Ham and Japheth 
The Negro of the Earlier World: An Excursion Into Ancient 
     Negro History 
A Defence of the Negro Race In America, 1883 
The Race Problem in America, 1889 
Marriage and Divorce, 1881 
The Place of the Negro in American History, 1905 
How the Black St. Domingo Legion Saved the Patriot I in the Siege of    
     Savannah, 1779, 1899 Souvenir of Hamilton, Ohio 

7. Brochures and miscellaneous bulletins 
 
Box 9 
Booklets, catalogs and magazines 
1.    Catalog⎯Howard University, 1929 
2.    Catalogs⎯Wilberforce University, 1913-1914, 1919-1920, 1923-1924 (3) 
 
Microfilm Reel #5______________________________________________________________ 
3. Magazine⎯The Expositor, 1927 
4. Magazine⎯Nashville, Tennessee: Report for Fiscal Year, 1951-1952 
5. Magazines⎯The Christian Century, 1947-1951 (7) 
 
 



Box 10 
1. Correspondence⎯Allen-Askew 
2. Correspondence⎯Bailey-Butler 
3. Correspondence⎯Boone 
4. Correspondence⎯Boone, C. H. 
5. Correspondence⎯Caldwell-Crenshaw 
6. Correspondence⎯David-Dutton 
7. Correspondence⎯Elder-Frazier 
8. Correspondence⎯Gaither-Hursh 
9.  Correspondence⎯Jackson-Jones 
10. Correspondence⎯Ledford-Murray 
11. Correspondence⎯Patton-Rose 
12. Correspondence⎯Sanders-Sutton 
13. Correspondence⎯Thorton-Vaughan 
14. Correspondence⎯Wheeler-unidentified 
 
Box 11 
1.    Writings and/or sermons 
2.    Writings and/or sermons 
3.    Writings and/pr sermons 
5. Writings and/or sermons 
 
Box 12  
Miscellaneous material 
1. Biographical data 
2. Certificates 
3. Insurance- policies 
4. Legal records 
5. Lists, permits, etc. 
 
Microfilm Reel #6______________________________________________________________ 
Box 13 
Miscellaneous material 
1. Newspaper clippings 
2. Pictures 
3. Property and tax records 
4. Property and tax records 
5. Report⎯"Education of the South African Native" 
6. School records 
7. School records 



Map Drawer #3 
 
Certification of Bachelor of Divinity in the name of Charles Henry Boone, June 14, 1900, from 
Payne Theological Seminary, Wilberforce University, Wilberforce, Ohio. 
 
 



INDEX 
 
     This is a name index for the correspondence in the Charles Henry Boone Papers, together 
with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents. The numbers in parentheses 
immediately following the name denote the number of letters, if more than one. The last numbers 
refer to the box and folder in which the material can be found. 
 
Allen, G. W., to Dr. Jones, 1917, re: return of article sent for publication in the Southern 

Christian Recorder, 10-1 
Allison, H. L., to C. H. Boone, 1936, re: thanks for help in acquiring another teacher for Burt 

High School, Clarksville, Tennessee, 10-1 
Anderson, W. A., to C. H. Boone, 1921, re: sending money, 10-1 
Askew, T. J., to C. H. Boone (2), 1929-1930, re: problems within the leadership of A. M. E. 

Church, 10-1 
Bailey, B. A., to C. H. Boone, 1932, re: sending money, 10-2 
Bergen, Victor L., to C. H. Boone, 1926, re: bill to abolish lynching, 10-2 
Bias, J. E., to Rev. Boone, 1921, re: appreciation for sermon the past Sunday morning, 10-2 
Blackburn, Paul J., to C. H. Boone, 1924, re: election in the general conference, 10-2 
Boddie, W. H., to C. H. Boone, 1939, re: if can see clear to vote for Boone will do so, 10-2 
Brame, Jenny C., to Bro. Boone, 1926, re: appreciated Boone and sadly missed at Shelbyville, 

10-2 
Brewer, H. H., to C. H. Boone (4), 1919, re: business affairs; church business, 10-2 
Bryant, Ira T., to "My Dear Friend," 1941, re: church literature (form letter), 10-2 
Butler, D. H., to C. H. Boone, 1932, re: church business, 10-2 
Boone, Clara A., to uncle, Charles H. Boone, 1918, re: family news, 10-3 
Boone, Elva T., to uncle, Charles Boone, 1936, re: family and church news, 10-3 
Boone, James W. , to brother, C. H. Boone (2), 1939-1940, re: illness of sister Ruthie Jackson      
           and death of others; children, 10-3 
Boone, Washington, to brother, C. H. Boone (2), 1928-1929, re: family news, 10-3 
Boone, Willie N. (Mrs.), to Nashville Area Rent Office (2), 1951, re: repair to house, 10-3 
Boone, Charles H., to various individuals (22), 1917-1950, re: church business, selling St. Paul 

Church, Nashville, Tennessee; business dealings; family news; law and order; fair 
employment, 10-4 

Caldwell, A. B. (Publishing Company), to C. H. Boone, 1924, re: paying note, 10-5 
Campbell Chapel A. M. E. Church, to Presiding Elders of the Middle Tennessee Annual 

Conference, 1930, re: hosting the next conference at Pulaski, Tennessee, 10-5 
Campbell, W. H., to C. H. Boone, 1919, re: desiring names of members to the Electoral College, 

10-5 
Carey, Archibald J., to C. H. Boone, 1923, re: the loan of money to Reverend S. J. Howard, 10-5 
Clayborn, J.H., to Dr. Boone, 1949, re: receiving money which is due, 10-5 



Coit, E. H., to C. H. Boone, 1925, re: regarding the number of people in the foreign and home  
            missionary department of the A. M. E. Church, 10-5 
Crenshaw, E. E., to C. H. Boone (2), 1942-1943, re: mistreatment in  the church ranks, 10-5 
David, G. F., to C. H. Boone (5), 1919-1928, re: money matters, 10-6 
Diggs, L. R., to C. H. Boone, 1919, re: paying a debt; the church built by Reverend Herbert 

Brewer in Harrodsburg, Kentucky, 10-6 
Dudley, S. F., to C. H. Boone (2), 1945-1946, re: church work, 10-6 
Dutton, B. L., to members of the Murphy Addition Civil Association of Nashville, 1950, re: 

enclosing minutes of last meeting, 10-6 
Elder, Clara Boone, to uncle, Charles Boone, 1928, re: family news, 10-7 
Evans, P. J., to Brother Boone, 1928, re: insurance with The Ministers Protection Society, 

Meadville, Pennsylvania, 10-7 
Farrar, S. H., to Dr. Boone, 1936, re: asking help in locating Dr. Crutchfield, a Baptist preacher, 

10-7 
Flipper, J. S., to C. H. Boone (2), 1923-1929, re: will support another aspirent to certain office, 

not Boone; cannot give information on committee report since data has not been reported 
yet, 10-7 

Flowers, Ruby, to C. H. Boone, 1948, re: sickness of Reverend Flowers; allowance of money 
from Conference, 10-7 

Fountain, W(illiam) A(lfred), to C. H. Boone (3), 1923-1940, re: church news, 10-7 
Frazier, J. W., to C. H. Boone, 1918, re: enclosing money, 10-7 
Gaither, E. H., to C. H. Boone (2), 1918-1919, re: collecting debt from the Wayman Institute, 

10-8 
Grant, John H., to C. H. Boone, 1924, re: election of Boone to office on the Review, 10-8 
Greene, S. L., to C. H. Boone, 1931, re: delighted to hear of good work at St. Paul's, 10-8 
Haynes, George E., to Dear Brother, 1932, re: requesting cooperation in helping to inform 

Negroes about the seed and fertilizer loan offered by the Federal Government, 10-8 
Harper, R. H., to Rev. Boone, 1933, re: enclosing money, 10-8 
Hemmingway, L. H., to C. H. Boone, 1940, re: enclosing application blank for financial loan 

from Board of Church Extension, A. M. E. Church, 10-8 
Howard, E. J., to C. H. Boone, 1940, re: thanks for prompt attention concerning Easter money 

for A. M. E. Church, 10-8 
Hurst, John, to C. H. Boone, 1923, re: will try to help Boone become editor of The Review, 10-8 
Jackson, Luther, to uncle, C. H. Boone, 1939, re: family news, 10-9 
Johnson, E., to Bro. Boone, 1919, re: sale of property and collecting bill, 10-9 
Johnson, William D., to Q. H. Boone (3), 1924-1929, re: the editorship of The Review; not able 

to grant request for money, 10-9 
Jones, Gilbert H., to Alumnus' of Wilberforce University, (1929?), re: the endowment fund, 10-9 
Jones, J. A., to C. H. Boone, 1924, re: delivery of checks for Turner College, 10-9 
Jones, O. E. , to C. H. Boone, 1919, re: demise of Wayman and Paying off debts, 10-9 
 



Jones, W. H., to the Delegates to the General Conference A. M. E. Church, Chicago, Illinois. 
1928, re: introducing Reverend W. K. Hopes as manager of the A. M. E. Book Concern 
with picture enclosed, 10-9 

Ledford, W. L., to C. H. Boone, 1928, re: payment of money, 10-10 
Luster, M. E., to Mrs. C. III. Boone (4), 1941, re: trips to General Conference; mission work, 

10-10 
McClellan, J. F., to C. H. Boone, 1950, re: rent payment of a tenant, 10-10 
Mann, Frank H., to C. H. Boone, 1926, re: asking for contribution for the Federal Council of the 

Churches of Christ in America, 10-10 
Mixon, Naomi Randals, to C. H. Boone, 1950, re: enclosing poem "The Need for Dads" which 

was dedicated to her father, Carrol Sandy Randals; requesting help in writing of biography 
on Rev. W. A. Lewis, 10-10 

Morris, S. S., to C. H. Boone, 1930, re: visited several sights in England, 10-10 
Murray, Dorsey T., to C. H. Boone, 1949, re: asking help in locating several former graduates of   
           Wilberforce college, 10-10 
Patton, John H., to C. H. Boone, 1948, re: complaint for being dropped from church roll at 

Webbs Chapel, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 10-11 
Payne Chapel Officers, to C. F.. Boone, 1927, re: presenting problems in Church which should  
           be rectified, 10-11 
Purdy, R. P., to C. H. Boone, (2), 1939-1950, re: abolition of slavery; death of Rev. W. H. 

Shelby, mathematical problem, 10-11 
Ransom, Reverdy C., to the Pastors, Presiding Elder and Members of the Quarterly Conference 

of St. Johns A. M. E. Church, 1927, re: mistake in appointment of a city missionary, 10-11 
Riley, Mary Jackson, to C. H. Boone, n.d., re: greetings from Hampton Institute, Virginia, 10-11 
Roberts, B. Raymond, to uncle, Charles Boone, 1946, re: family news, 10-11 
Rose, E. S., to Rev. Boone, 1938, re: problem in the church, 10-11 
Sanders, Everett, to Dr. Boone, 1925, re: thanks for appreciation shown the President and his 

address at Omaha before the Congregational National Council, 10-12 
Seldomridge, H. H., to C. H. Boone, 1913, re: discouragement in political endeavor, 10-12 
Shearin, William, to C. H. Boone, 1932, re: will repay debt, 10-12 
Simmons, A. J., to C. H. Boone (2), 1941, re: paying note, 10-12 
Slemp, C. B., to Dr. Boone, 1923, re: thanks for appreciation of Presidential Address to 

Congress, 10-12 
Smith, J. H., to C. H. Boone, 1932, re: recommending Rev. L. R. Maye to serve in Tennessee, 

10-12 
Spain, I. B. (Mrs.), to C. H. Boone, 1939, re: the estate of Reverend Spain, 10-12 
Spaulding, C. C., to C. H. Boone, 1928, re: insurance with the North Carolina Mutual Life 

Insurance Company, 10-12 
Spears, M. L. (Dr.), to C. H. Boone (2), 1944, re: purchase of a house, 10-12 
Stanley, A. 0., to C. H. Boone, 1917, re: protection of every individual under the law in 

Kentucky, 10-12 



Stokes, Arthur P., to C. H. Boone, 1951, re: thanks for copy of "Let There Be Light"; news of 
Wilberforce University, 10-12 
Stovall, Edgar, to C. H. Boone, 1927, re: payment of bill, 10-12 
Sutton, George A., to C. H. Boone (2).' 1944, re: legal business concerning deed to property, 

10-12 
Thornton, Montrose W., to C. H. Boone, 1949, re: the Mid-Year Conference at St. John's and 

duties, 10-13 
Tookes, H. Y., to C. H. Boone, 1933, re: requesting pastors to raise more money, 10-13 
Vance, James I., to C. H. Boone, 1922, re: meeting at the tabernacle with speaker Gipsy Smith, 

10-13 
Vaughan, Hallie, to St. Paul's Church, Nashville, Tennessee, 1932, re: payment of account, 

10-13 
Wheeler, John L., to C. H. Boone, 1902, re: death of John Boone, brother of C. H. Boone; 

marriage of C. H. Boone, 10-14 
Winslow, Foster & Dora, to Rev. C. H. Boone, 1939, re: news of friends, 10-14 
Womack, P. E., to C. H. Boone, 1942, re: misunderstanding; church work, 10-14 
Woodson, T. W., to C. H. Boone, 1924, re: consideration for Boone in an upcoming election, 

10-14 
Wright, Charlotte C., to Mrs. Boone (2), 1945-1946, re: financial accounts at A. M. E.  
           Conference, 10-14 
Wright, R. R., Jr., to C. H. Boone and his wife (7), 1944-1948,. re: financial records of the A. M. 

E. Conference, 10-14 
Valentine, George H., to Alumnus of Wilberforce University, 1951, re: drive to collect money 

for Wilberforce, 10-14 
Young, W. D., to Rev. Boone, 1948, re: selling the old church building at Chapel Hill, 10-14 
Young, William, to Dr. Boone, 1936, re: unable to help, 10-14 
Hazel and Nellie to uncle (C. H. Boone), 1937, re: death of their mother who was sister of 

Boone, 10-14 
 
 


